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which " suggests to the Briton the king of the time
of the barons' wars, who organised the government,
sustained Magna Carta, and brought the princi-
pality of Wales under the law of England."

Furthermore, King Edward was " no soldier
and no sailor; neither a blind assailant nor a vain
seeker of fame; he was a royal merchant, with a
shrewd, often majestic, intelligence, a thorough
knowledge of men, and an inborn amiability." In
this capacity he desired peace with Germany, and
ensued it by keeping his Imperial nephew, of whom,
by the way, Herr Harden speaks with a delightful,
condescending freedom, under his thumb. One
gets the impression of a terrible uncle and a nephew
paralysed by weakness* The King read the
Emperor's character as follows : " Active, but will
do nothing." For years he maintained this view,
pursuing " his personal policy as if it were sport."
It took the place of the pastimes of his youth.
"He took a right royal pleasure in the effect of
his bluff, and paralysed German diplomacy in its
most important negotiations by an artful wink,
which meant 4 Don't be intimidated; there is no
intention whatever to appeal to the last resort of
peoples and kings behind all his high-sounding
words; my nephew, whom I know to the marrow
of Ms bones, wfll not go to war." *

Two persons out of the millions of Great Britain
and France maintain that the Memoir of Edward
vu. contained in the " Dictionary of National
Biography " is absolutely true in substance and
in fact. One is M, Ernest Judet, editor of the
" Eclair "; the other is Mr. J. Keir Hardie, MJP.
With the first named I have fully dealt, and I
hare briefly noted the second's cascade of praise